writing skills, ઈ

the paragraph / tasks

Find the topic sentence, details, facts, examples in the following paragraphs.

a
Hearing people have some misconceptions about the deaf community. First, some hearing adults might assume that everyone who is deaf considers himself to be a disabled individual who would trade anything not to be “handicapped.” These people do not realize that any deaf people do not consider themselves to be handicapped and are very proud to be part of the deaf community. They have their own language, customs, and culture. Second, many hearing people assume that all deaf people read lips, so there is no need to learn sign language to communicate with the deaf. Lip reading – or speech reading, as many deaf people call the practice – is difficult. Not all hearing people say the same words in the same way, any facial expression can also change the meaning of the words. If hearing people make more of an attempt to understand the deaf culture, communication between them will improve.

b
One of the largest celebrations of the passage of young girls into womanhood occurs in Latin American and Hispanic cultures. This event is called La Quinceañera, or the fifteenth year. It acknowledges that a young woman is now of marriageable age. The day usually begins with a Mass of Thanksgiving. The young woman wears a full-length white or pastel-colored dress and is attended by fourteen friends and relatives who serve as maids of honor and male escorts. Her parents and godparents surround her at the foot of the altar. When the Mass ends, other young relatives give small gifts to those who attended, while the Quinceañera places a bouquet of flowers on the altar of the Virgin. Following the Mass is an elaborated party, with dancing, cake, and toasts. Finally, to end the evening, the young woman dances a waltz with her favorite escort.

c
Turtles, among the oldest and most adaptable living reptiles, have been present on earth since even before dinosaurs. They can live on land or in the water and are found everywhere in the world except Antarctica. In spring and summer, turtles search for food ,including insects, fish, berries and water plants. In winter, they hibernate in the mud of lakes or creeks or under the piles of leaves and brush. Turtles range in size from several inches to as large as eight feet, which is the average length of a sea turtle, called the leatherback. Unfortunately, pollution and population growth are threating the existence of these fascinating and harmless creatures.

d
Anyone who saw him never forgot his nose and his body. The first time anyone saw him, they were very surprised. The second time, they looked at his nose with admiration, as if it were a valuable treasure. His nose, which was longer than Barbara Streisand's, occupied most of his face. When he smiled, nothing but his nose was visible. He was recognized by it even in a crowd. The treasure made one think that on his previous life he had been a collie or an anteater. In addition, his nose was as thin as a razor. If he had flown like a jet, he could have divided the clouds. His body was also very skinny. He looked as if he had not eaten for ten days. He was a heavy eater, but one couldn't imagine where he kept food in his body. Finally, on a windy day, he was blown away and gone, like Mary Poppins.

