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expositions


The function of an expository essay is to explain to your reader a body of knowledge. By explaining a topic, you demonstrate your own knowledge. An exposition, therefore presents completely and fairly, other people's views or reports about an event or a situation. An expositoin presents a subject in detail, with no criticism or argument. Such writing is designed to convey information or explain what is difficult to understand. 


A well-written exposition has a clear, central presentation of ideas, examples and definitions that enhance the focus. These facts, examples and definitions are objective and not dependant on emotion.

The following is a list of tools useful in expositions:


An Aristotelian or formal definition assigns a thing to a genus or class and then indicates the differences between the thing and other members of the class. 

Example: Craps is a gambling game played with two dice in which a first throw of 7 or 11 wins the bet; a first throw of 2, 3, or 12 loses; and a first throw of any other number (a point) must be repeated to win before a 7 is thrown--otherwise, the player loses both the bet and the dice. 


An analysis separates a whole into its component parts. 

Example: Air is a colorless, odorless, tasteless, gaseous mixture containing nitrogen, oxygen, carbon dioxide, neon, and helium.  


An example suggests one member of a class of objects to convey an accurate impression of the entire class. 

Example: The maple is an example of a deciduous tree.  


Comparisons and contrasts suggest ways in which objects or concepts are similar to or different from one another. 

Example: Both the maple and the pine are trees; but the former is deciduous, the latter coniferous.  


An etymology explores the origin and historical development of a word. 

Example: Synchronism can be better understood if we realize that the original meaning of syn was together, and that of chronism was time.  


History records the events in the development of something. 

Example: It will be easier to understand what is meant by the discipline of technical communication if we explore how it evolved. 

Definition: 
the term which is being defined



the class to which it belongs



the features which distinguish it from other members of the same class



+ examples



+ further explanations



+ examples of usage



+ reasons

Some common ways of introducing examples:


An example of such .... is ....


Examples of ..... include .....


...(something happens).... , as in the case of ......


..... is an example of .....

Autumn has always been a major source of artistic inspiration. Literature, music, painting, cinema, even ballet can serve as a means to reflect on this season. Explain why do you think this is the case (you don’t have to mention all these forms of art in your writing).

Autumn as the source of artistic inspiration


Seasons have always carried symbolic meaning for people who paid attention to their message. Moreover, they have been the source of artistic inspiration over the centuries. 


First of all, seasons symbolize the cycle of nature as in winter the world is cold and dead, but spring brings renewal to plants and trees. Also, they symbolize the cycle of life, as spring can be paralleled with birth, summer with life and love, and autumn and winter with decay and death.


However, autumn has the most important effect on artistic creation. It appears mostly in every kind of art, especially in literature and painting. In poetry it appears as the symbol of decay i life with its cold and harsh reality. Poets often express their fear of death with the help of of referring to autumn. They also write about autumn when they are getting older and want to summarize their lives with an emphasis on its positive or negative effects and memories. And also, there are some poets who don't fear of death, but see calmness and peace in it. Autumn can express their feelings both with its dark, cold, depressing features and its colourful beauty. It also inspires many painters, both who depict this season in a realistic way with all its colours and richness in fruits as the time of harvests, and those who attach symbolic message to it, such as decay and closeness of the end of life.


People like season symbolism because it is very versatile and can express various kinds of thoughts and feelings.

