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1 The American Heritage Dictionary

grammar n.

1 a The study of how words and their component parts combine to form sentences.

1 b The study of structural relationships in language, sometimes including pronunciation, meaning, and linguistic history.

2 a The system of inflections, syntax, and word formation of a language.

2 b The system of rules implicit in a language, viewed as a mechanism for generating all sentences possible in that language.

3 a A normative or prescriptive set of rules setting forth the current standard of usage for pedagogical or reference purposes.

3 b Writing or speech judged with regard to such a set of rules.

4 A book containing the morphologic, syntactic, and semantic rules for a specific language.

5 a The basic principles of an area of knowledge: the grammar of music.

5 b A book dealing with such principles.

[Middle English gramere, from Old French gramaire, alteration of Latin grammatica, from Greek grammatika, from feminine of grammatikos, of letters, from gramma, grammat-, letter.]

2 Encylopedia Britannica

grammar

Rules of a language governing its phonology, morphology, syntax, and semantics; also, a written summary of such rules. The first Europeans to write grammar texts were the Greeks, notably the Alexandrians of the lst century BC. The Romans applied the Greek grammatical system to Latin. The works of the Latin grammarians Donatus (4th century AD) and Priscian (6th century) were widely used to teach grammar in medieval Europe. By 1700, grammars of 61 vernacular languages had been printed. These were mainly used for teaching and were intended to reform or standardize language. In the 19th-20th centuries linguists began studying languages to trace their evolution rather than to prescribe correct usage. Descriptive linguists (see Ferdinand de Saussure) studied spoken language by collecting and analyzing sample sentences. Transformational grammarians (see Noam Chomsky) examined the underlying structure of language (see generative grammar). The older approach to grammar as a body of rules needed to speak and write correctly is still the basis of primary and secondary language education. 

3 Columbia University Press Encylopedia

grammar, description of the structure of a language, consisting of the sounds (see phonology); the meaningful combinations of these sounds into words or parts of words, called morphemes; and the arrangement of the morphemes into phrases and sentences, called syntax. School grammars for the speakers of a standard language (e.g., English grammars for English-speaking students) are not descriptive but prescriptive, that is, they are rule books of what is considered correct. Such grammars have popularized many unsound notions because they often fail to take into account common usage and they do not differentiate language styles and levels, such as formal or colloquial; standard, nonstandard, or substandard; or dialect differences. 

4 article, adjective, adverb, auxiliary, noun, conjunction, singular, plural, person, preposition, present, past, future, progressive, perfective, pronoun, subject, verb, passive
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